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Artist’s impression of proposed Ornatas Hatchery provided by Preston Lane Architects

A lobster aquaculture
centre of excellence

O ur H atch e r y, Ta sm a nia
Ornatas is developing a sustainable aquaculture
industry for lobster, with its home here in Australia.
A planning application has been prepared and submitted for the
Ornatas pilot-scale hatchery in Tasmania. Ireneinc Planning and
Urban Design has prepared the application. It is subject to the
relevant provisions of the Kingborough Interim Planning Scheme
2015.
We have prepared this ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ (FAQ)
document because we want to ensure that local Tasmanians and
community members are informed about what is being proposed.

What are we propo si n g?
We are proposing to build a pilot-scale tropical rock
lobster hatchery.
Development is planned over the next three years. When the
Tasmanian hatchery is operational, the juvenile lobsters (less than
0.2 grams each in weight) will be transported to our onshore growout facility in Townsville, Queensland.
The development application for our proposed hatchery in
Taroona has now been lodged with the Kingborough Council.
The full application will be available on their website, when it has
been processed. Further information about the development
application process can be found at the link below:
https://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/development/.
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Location
Whe re is the site locate d an d why ?
The site for the proposed hatchery is located at 31 Nubeena
Crescent, Taroona.
We chose this site, co-located with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
(IMAS), to allow access to key expertise and existing infrastructure critical to
proving commercial viability of the lobster breeding technology.
The proposed development is located approximately 70 metres from Nubeena
Crescent, and a further 80 metres from the residential zone. It is situated on
the southern face of a hill, resulting in natural barriers (buffers) between the
residential zone and the site.

31 Nubeena Crescent, Taroona:
Proposed pilot-scale hatchery
Proposed new
pilot-scale
hatchery

31 Nubeena Crescent, Taroona:
Aerial of existing site

Existing signal
station
to remain

Existing
boat shed

Building footprint: 1,805 m²

Google maps, April 2020
Derwent River
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E n v i ron m e n t a nd Com m unit y
What is the environm e n tal i m pac t of the
pro posed developme n t?
Ornatas recognises the environmental and heritage
values of the proposed location for the hatchery.
The building has been designed to blend into the natural
environment, it will incorporate state-of-the-art energy and
water use efficiency features. Our aim is to minimise the
environmental impact of the site.

How will water be managed?
The hatchery will operate two hatchery systems comprising of
seven, 10 tonne tanks for the production of juvenile lobsters
in each, a total of fourteen tanks. The systems are state of the
art recirculating aquaculture systems, where over 90% of the
water will be reused on a daily basis.

How will waste be managed?
Wastewater will be discharged through the University of
Tasmania’s salt water discharge system located at 41 Nubeena
Crescent. Before discharge, the waste will be sterilised within
the facility to ensure only clean water is discharged into the
River Derwent. Waste will be regulated by both the University
and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Vegetation and site management
A Historic Heritage Management Strategy has been produced
for the University of Tasmania for the location and will be
assessed by the Tasmanian Heritage Council. An Ecological
Assessment has been undertaken on the proposed
development area by ECO Tas.
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Ho w will it impac t th e loc al c om m u n i ty ?
Ornatas is a 100% Tasmanian owned company.
We were originally established to commercialise the lobster
breeding technology developed by the University of Tasmania.
We are committed to playing a positive role in the local
community.

Will the foreshore be accessible to the public?

The Taroona foreshore adjacent to the site has been gifted by
the University of Tasmania to the Kingborough Council, enabling
ongoing public access and continued enjoyment by the community.

Will there be local jobs and opportunities?

Currently, there are 20 senior scientists focused on work relating to
this project in Tasmania. When the lobster centre of excellence and
hatchery is operational, there will be 10 permanent jobs created
to support the hatchery operations and future research. For the
planned site development, we have engaged local architects and
builders, Preston Lane and Vos Construction respectively, as well as
Tasmanian planners IreneInc Planning and Urban Design.

How will the building look?

Ornatas have engaged local architects Preston Lane to design the
building. They have carefully considered the building’s position and
design to ensure that it conforms with the planning and building
code requirements and to reduce the impact upon adjacent areas.
(see following page for more information).

Will the hatchery operations be disruptive?

Assessments of the potential light and acoustic impacts from site
show there will not be any unreasonable adverse impacts from the
site on residential zones. Any recommendations by the Kingborough
Planning Scheme will be adhered to.

Will there be a lot of new traffic?

By peak production (planned for 2025), there will only be 100kg
of baby lobster (less than 0.2g in weight each) produced per year
- equivalent to 50 boxes. This means the traffic to and from the
site will be employees, not for product distribution. No new road
accesses or junctions will be required for the new development.
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B ui l d i n g an d site d esig n
Award winning architects Preston Lane have been engaged
to design a building and site which responds to the human,
environmental and social context of the area.
Artist’s impressions of the site are below, provided by Preston Lane:

•

The building is located within the heart of the Institute for Marine and Antartic
Studies (IMAS) precinct; set back from the residential frontage and behind the crest of
the hill. The building sits behind the heritage-listed signal station.

•

Working with the natural slope of the site, the building consists of a single level
entrance element at the top of the site housing the office space and research areas.
Two-level working spaces are located behind this, away from the residential area as
the building steps down the slope.

•

The building incorporates the use of natural timber along its entrance; blending in
with the surrounding landscape.

•

The siting of the building enables significant view corridors to remain from the
adjacent signal station. The proposed building form provides a flow towards the
water views upon its entry.
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Fu r t h e r i n f o rm a t ion
Wh ere c an I get m or e i n f or m ation ?
Thank you for the opportunity to share this exciting proposed
development with you.
A planning application has been prepared and submitted for the Ornatas
pilot-scale hatchery by Ireneinc Planning and Urban Design. It is subject to
the relevant provisions of the Kingborough Interim Planning Scheme 2015.
The development application will be available on the Kingborough Council
website once processed by the council:
https://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/development/planning-notices/
The following reports have been produced and accompany the
development application submission:
•

Historic Heritage Management Strategy, Praxis Environment,
February 2020

•

Ecological Assessment Statement, ECO Tas, March 2019

•

Ecological Assessment, ECO Tas, July 2018

•

Acoustic Appraisal, Noise Vibration Consulting, March 2020

•

Traffic impact Assessment, Midson Traffic, March 2020

•

Environmental Effects Report, EPA, April 2020 (submitted for
assessment concurrently with the development application)

Further information about Ornatas is available on
our website: https://www.ornatas.com.au
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